1940’s Memories

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER DATED 27 July 1992

FROM Mr. Harold BEST

GRANDSON OF Frederick Charles BEST

(one time village policeman and owner of the current village shop and Post
Office)

to Robert Williams AUTHOR of “The Story of CHARLTON HORETHORNE in
SOMERSET”

The Vitlage Hall

Cna of the highlights was the Annual Magic Lantarn Lecture whichk was
given by Mr. McMillen & membear of the Wastern Gasatte statt!  The
Ioctures ok the form of & decumentary oo Somerset.  The moepockrome
slides were projecied By & projacior illuminated By ace(ylene gas and very
temparamentsl.  From 1939 until [ joned the RAF in [942 with the late
Keith Thompson and Cocxl Collins, I provided music for dencing with an
amplifier and (watable. Daring the st war sevardl local girls mat thez
Lfitare Ausbands & thase dencas which cost 6d admission and were Anown as
Yanner hops”  Ihe dances were sbways crowdad and drew & I of off daty
soldiars from the Searchlght Camp on Blackfrd Road. At ¢his time
Stgwalls Aarodrome was not completed.

Op to the (ime I Joft the village in L9499 the hall was used (o the fallast
extont.  Concerd Partias visited the village, the WL would put on plays.
The Scouts held & village Gang Show (ype of enler(sinment mosi years (o
ragse finds. Whist Deavas ware also hald regularly (o maintain ball fands. "




